


Prior t o  the passing of the recent legis lat ion Indians l iving 
off reserves were ent i t led t o  vote a t  federal elecfiions on the same 
basis  a s  non-Indians, However, those l iving on reserves could only 
secure the r ight  t o  vote if they signed a waiver of t he  exemption from 
taxation of the i r  personal p~opsrty on reserves to which they are 
ent i t led  under Section 86 of the Indi an Act, In  introducing the legis- 
la t ion  t o  give a l l  Indians the r ight  t o  vote a t  federal elections on 
the same basis as non-Indians the Government was influenced by three 
factors, the first, that  the existing law had found l i t t l e  acceptance 
among the Indians, the second, tha t  it had frequently been described 
by them as discriminatory, and third,  that  more and more frequentl;)p i n  
recent years Indians and Indian organizations had made known t o  the 
Government the i r  desire t o  receive the federal  franchise f ree  from the  
existing restr ic t ions,  

There was no intention that  the 1egis'La"toon should i n  any way 
affect the t rea ty  or other r ights  of the Indians nor does it do 50, 

1 made t h i s  quit& plain tahen arulouncbg t h i a  proposed legis lat ion t o  
the House of Commons and I hope it w i l l  be helpful t o  you and t o  the 
Indians of your area ff I repeat the assurance given a t  tha t  time, 
namely, tha t  existing righ%s and t r ea t i e s  t radi t ional  or otherwise 
possessed by the Indians wi l l  not i n  any way be abrogated or diminished 
i n  consequence of the i r  having the right, t o  vote, 

I am concerned that  the  Indians of your area should understand 
%hat far from taking away existing r ights  from them, Pasliamentts inten- 
t ion  in passing the legis lat ion was t o  confer an additional right, on 
them, the r ight  t o  vote withotrt; restrictions.  It would he aost helpful 
if i n  explaiaing the matter you would point out that  t h i s  Zegislation 
does not compel any I n d i a  t o  vote, It merely extends t o  him the r igh t  
t o  decide whether he w i l l  vote or  refrain from voting and h i s  r igh t s  will 
not be jeopmdized regardless of the course of action he follows, 
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